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7% City of Zurich, public foundations

18% cooperatives (40’260 apartments)

31% private companies

35% individual /natural Persons

9%  condominium ownership

} 25% cost rent model = 

long-therm affordable rent

Housing estate by property type

Apartments in the City of Zurich, 2018
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25% > 33%

Non-profit housing
in Zurich

cooperatives &
city (foundations)
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Free market rents vs. non-profit sector
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Swiss housing-cooperatives

− are private co-ownerships and self-help organisations

− remove land and properties from speculation

− are non-profit due to rents calculated on the effective costs

− are favourable to the public good

− facilitate subsidies on behalf of the public sector

− have about 10% subsidized flats («social housing») with limitations on 
tenants‘ income and assets

− are basically democratic (one person one vote)
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Tradition of non-profit housing

Limmat 1, 1907, City of Zurich 
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Tradition of non-profit housing

“Garden City” Friesenberg, since 1924, FGZ
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Tradition of non-profit housing

– 1907 municipal code to promote ”healthy and affordable housing” (based 
on an referendum)

– City of Zurich doesn’t sell land
-> building lease for 80 – 100 years

– established financial instruments

– binding “cost rent model”

– network to exchange experience and know-how
-> cooperatives are organised in an umbrella organisation
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Housing shortage and squatting

Wohlgroth-Areal, 1991-93
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Young housing cooporatives

Bolo’bolo, 

P.M. 1983

Kraftwerk1, Sofa Uni, 1995
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Extended principles of the «young innovative» coops

− different «alternative» living arrangements

− not only flats; also stores, offices…

− participatory processes -> self managed houses

− solidarity

− self-sufficiency (e.g. maximum 35m2 per person)

− low energy comsumption, no or less cars

− animated ground floors

− inclusive



Foto Matthias Hofer

Kraftwerk1 Hardturm, 2001
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© Martin Albers, 1994

Kraftwerk1 Hardturm
«Suiten»
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© Martin Etienne, 2013

Kraftwerk1 Hardturm
shared household «Suite»

Presenter
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La colocation «suite» pour 8 a 14 personnes.
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Kalkbreite, 2014
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Kraftwerk1 Zwicky Süd, 2016

Foto Andrea Helbling
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More than housing
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Hunziker Areal 2007
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Echo-chambers
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ARGE Futurafrosch+Duplex Architekten

Miroslav Sik

Müller Sigrist

pool Architekten

Competition – quarter, not housing project!
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Result
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Pathways



Claudia Thiesen, Thiesen & Wolf GmbH, Zürich be sustainable.brussels 8/10/2019

Squares



Ground floor
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© mehr als wohnen

Housing typologies



Claudia Thiesen, Thiesen & Wolf GmbH, Zürich be sustainable.brussels 8/10/2019

© Duplex Architekten Zürich 

Cluster-
apartments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Il y a aussi des cluster, ils s'appellent «satelliten» ici, une typologie tres claire de Duplex architectes
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Sustainability
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2000-watt-society

Building Operation Mobility
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Mobility
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Experiments

insulating concrete
single brick
wood
thermal insulation composite system
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(Self)-organisation
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Foto Andreas Hofer
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Foto Ursula Meisser
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Thank you!

Foto Ursula Meisser
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