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73% of Europe’s population lives in 
cities at the moment

In 2050 it is estimated 
to be 82%
Source: United Nations



DENSELY POPULATED CITIES



LIVEABLE CITIES?



Healtyurbanliving
Creatingplacesthathave a positive impact on peopleandnature



Call for a new approach
Components of the liveablecity

1. HEALTHY 
URBAN LIVING

2. CLIMATE
ADAPTATION

3. PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY CITIES 
AND INTEGRATED
MULTIMODALITY

4. DYNAMIC, VIBRANT
AND INCLUSIVE
PUBLIC SPACES



Healtyurbanliving
The cityas a biotope



4 PROJECTS

RETHINK ATHENS CATHARIJNSINGEL UTRECHT KLEINE ZENNEPARKNIJVERDAL GROTESTRAAT



Greece | 2014-2019

One step beyond | Rethink Athens



Rethink Athens
A new city center of 56ha



RethinkAthens
PanapestimiouAv. | existingsituation



Rethink Athens
Public space masterplan



Rethink Athens
Movement and accessibility

Existing Proposal New pedestrian area



Rethink Athens
From accessibility to activation

ACTIVATION STRATEGY

THEATRE OF 1000 ROOMS :
- In public space
- Commercial frontages
- Change of functions of vacant buildings

MOVEMENT STRATEGY

FOCUS ON ACTIVE MOBILITY
- New tramway line
- Extensive bike path network
- Enlarge pedestrian area, sidewalks
- Creation of new pedestrian crossings



Rethink Athens
Movement and accessibility



Rethink Athens
Climate comfort strategy 1.5 - 3.0 

degrees temperature reduction



Rethink Athens
Green network : planting strategy

+ 800 trees



Rethink Athens
Tree planting strategy : how to expand the existing tree cover



Rethink Athens
Green network



Rethink Athens
Blue network –a closer look at the potential ressource



Rethink Athens
Blue network : timely use of water

Water retention in wet season Irrigation in dry season



RethinkAthens
Blue network –Creating storage within public space

Rethink Athens | Blue network

14.500 m3 water



Rethink Athens
Blue network



RethinkAthens
PanapestimiouAv. | existingsituation



RethinkAthens
PanapestimiouAv. | Reclaimingroadspacefor urbanlife



Rethink Athens
Basis profile 

> Defining the optimal profil in relation to it’s exposure



Rethink Athens
Omoniasquare



Rethink Athens
Omoniasquare | project



Rethink Athens
Climate simulations (existing / project)



Rethink Athens
Climate simulations (existing / project)



Heritage and climate adaptation | The Netherlands

Catharijnesingel Utrecht



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
From urban highway to green-blue lung



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
History



Identity of Utrecht blue veins of the city city park for the inner city

Urban connections front garden of the residents climate adaptive carrier

Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Values



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Expansion of the historic city –Moreelse1665



CatharijnsingelUtrecht
Before1960



CatharijnsingelUtrecht
Construction works1970



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
End of construction, circa 1975



CatharijnsingelUtrecht
Existingsituation2015



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Design principles of 200 y old Zocherpark

Original designs by zocher Reinterpretation of zocher for today



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Preliminary design (existing / project)



Afer

Before



BEFORE



DESIGN



REALISED WORK



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Transformation



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Detail of ecological zone



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Site comparison before and after

View away from inner city



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Site comparison before and after

View towards hoog catharijne



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Site comparison before and after

View away from hoog catharijne









Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Open call urban design for the extreme



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
The water cranes of utrechtare tight and sit at a steady level,
creating water quality problem by draught or heavy rains



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Objective: enhance water quality and resiliency of the water system



Creating cisterns on the warfs

Extension and 
completion of the Singel
park and smart tree 
plan

Redesigning squares

Update of water edging

Natural cleaning of water

Redesigning church squares

Creating public pocket parks

Improving northern singel

Catharijnesingel Utrecht
10 chances for the implementation of a climate adaptive innercity



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Toolbox of potentialmeasures

Planting tools
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Water tools
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Infrastructural and organisational tools



CatharijnsingelUtrecht
Network of project for the redevelopment of the station area



Catharijnesingel Utrecht
Concept sketch



CatharijnsingelUtrecht
A strategic location to reconnect the historical center with the station area and beyond



Winner of European Prize for Public Space 2022
CCCB Centre de Cultura Comtemporania de Barcelona



Resilient regeneration | The Netherlands

Nijverdal Grotestraat





Landscape and historical context







Flooding in Nijverdal
Nijverdalcentrum wateroverlast



BEFORE | 2017



AFTER | 2019



Community involvement
Participatory design



Pedestrian friendly city centre
Re-arranging mobility



Flooding in Nijverdal
Climate and flooding ccocnditions



Investing money in above ground blue and green public realm
Future-proofing



Integral approach
Rearranging the public realm plan



Wadis
Sustainable water system























Anderlecht, Molenbeek Saint-Jean, Bruxelles

Parc de la Sennette

















Today
A lack of public green spaces within the city

Cartes du plan nature : zones de carence en 
espaces verts publics (carte 01-1) et Renforcement 
des continuités vertes
Kaarten van het Natuurplan: gebieden met een 
tekort aan openbaar groen (Kaart 01-1) en 
Versterking van de groencontinuïteit



Développer lepotentielpaysageret écologiquedu quartier

PotentielExistant



Périmètred’intervention
Unparcen plusieursphases



_ _

5 ambitions pour le quartier
Stratégie

Offer natural spaces in a 
densely built district

Create active and social 
spaces for all

Anticipate urban 
mutations and be flexible

Improve soil quality and 
water network

Set up an ecological 
network and framework



Vision
Un parc linéaireà haute qualitéenvironnementale

La présence de l’eau révélée

Un parc à  la conquête des 
façades et des toitures

La rivière simulée : scénographie 
paysagère de la Senne

Un gradient vegetal le 
long du parc linéaire
Een groene gradient 
langs het lineair park



Plaine de Liverpool
Liverpoolplein

Heyvaert > Chimiste
Heyvaert > Scheikunde

Parc de la Rosée
Dauwpark

Stade Vanderputten
Vanderputten Stadium

Halle Libelco
Libelcohal Traverse Heyvaert > Bougie

Heyvaert > WaasstraatMesange

Vision
Des chambresurbainesà haute qualitéd’usage



Imager le courd’eaudisparu
Un meandreminéral



Une boîteà outil
Composantsde l’identitédu parc

Jeux de combinaisonsPas japonais Grandes dalles

TribuneLongs bancsBancs ponctuelsPoufs

RigolesDrains
Noues plantée Jardins de pluie

+ arbustes / vivacesPrairies et gazons fleuris Jeunes bosquets Forêt alluviale



Une boîte à outils
Principesd’interventions



Parc de la sennette
IlotLiverpool > Mégissiers



Un parc inclusif
Un espacepour tous



Les reliques ludiques

La Play-pool comme espace ludique nichée dans les reliques industrielles mises en valeur



Atmosphèreset programmation



Le lit du cour d’eau élargi



A DÉMOLIR

A CONSERVER

FUTURS BATIMENTS

Unsite à ouvrir
Mise en valeurde l’existant



Le fond de Sennette



Le jardinde l’alchimiste



Les reliques ludiques



La porteMégissier



Espèces potentiellles pour les murs exposées au 
soleil (Sud - Sud-Est - Sud-Ouest)

Habitat conquering walls

Espèces potentiellles pour les murs à l’ombre 
(Nord - Nord-Est - Nord-Ouest)

MURS EXPOSÉES AU SOLEIL 
(SUD - SUD-EST - SUD-OUEST)

MURS  À  L’ OMBRE 
(NORD - NORD-EST - NORD-OUEST)



Parc de la sennette
Scénograhieurbaineet paysagère



Parc de la sennette
Impression du parc linéaire



_ _

Fresquede RocoAlvarez / Circularium




